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‘(c) Early on she morning of 24 August 1969, the pilot of a base aircraft 
badigs what he thought to be a helicopter, with folded rotor blades, on the 
ground approximately five miles north-northeast of Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai 


‘air Force Base, He also reported seeing a large, omni-directional light. A 
: i inyal Tnal Army sweep of the area,met with negative results. Subsequent checks, : 
4 po pacsewer, disclosed that a religious procession passed through the general areca t. a 
: _fduring vhe samo time period and that the pilgrims garried with them two large pe a ane 
5 : ceremonial drums suspended between two long poles. One of the participants» ra “cremate 
i _ ‘also carried a powerful electric lantern which, when an ajroraft was noted ie) os 
' . cireling overhead, he pointed ekyward, : : a ma’) es: 
4 i ‘ . ; QO 7 
; . \ as 
7 | ieee 
te i : aq Ec ene 
j 1. (C) Information contained in paragraph 2 below was provided by the ey _ 
| [ainector of Intelligence, 56th Special Operations Wing, Nakhon Phanom Royal ae 
| 4 {nai Air Force Base (RTAFB), Thailand, The source of tho information in para~ ve 
» graph 3 (5106-ASP-6J) is a resident of Ban Ram Rat, Nakhon Phanom Province i 
; i who mas contributed in the past, but whose reliability is still unknown, The ogc a 
‘ | cozsribator of the information in paragraph 3, and source af the information Sn ae 
i ii-diragraph 4, (5106-ASP~6),is a membor of an official Thai agency who has Xs os 
: { contributed in the past, but whose reliability has not yet been fully %3 a 
‘ } optablished, a8 f 
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4 
ae bare hel 
veya Ga Ff g Baik Septet s 8 oo ais ~ 
aii ee eal wriet 51, 
oe “ Hacc: , Thailand 
7 - _— woe ce ee eee 
2s ' Batb tae oy hee ot, the pot of a Lixedwing, 
topet &. F te th (24-10, oF” oy. anigenti flies esjeet on tha | : 
pam te f Eve Bam. Corel Uryreasth Of Rovnom Phenom 1ThArB. bY t 
© welGt «ag Sea 0! - anategtaface Saying ovlet vs pursuant to | 
rembanys Pout Tea. . Bade «a0 te OV-10 was on final approach 
ore narer . urbitiet tae cigttine ares, and tre p2.0% observed | 
tO tO BT ea oe Pet blots sagnh on B guretch of roed. 
Si a eet ee, UMM OELOt GaN red Lodividuals got: red around a | 
Mlattaen stfuttats', 04 ng ge.’ id Dae Dee a neliccpter -.th its. 


retgr tiacss Tosaed., se 7 rt obgere: the Lnjeck peing movec invo trees 
aijuce* to the reac, Tx. allot vector. ve urea anc pinpointed the 
lonit. a6 WB 652220. lar Secaraty f...te representatives subsequentiy 
acviseo tnat a sweep of unc sighting area, from Bar Ka Kan Hin (VE 662235) to 
tne vicinity of Ban fam Kut (7 641280), by Hoysl Thai Aray (RTA) personnel { 
between 0200 and 0490 hours, 24 August 1969 produced no results, nor did a | 
joint RTA-USAF Security Poiice search at 1100 noure the safe Gay. (OSI ' 
Evaiusticn re helicopter signtings: F-5). 
t 
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3. (C) 5106-ASP-6J reported tat om the nicnt of 23-24 hugust 1969, some. 
twenty Thai National residests of bas Sang Hic (VE 682249, reportedly ; 
travelled to and from the Wat Si Ss-at, located i: Ban Ran Rat . * 641280), te 

mike an offering, This religious procession followed the country rosc to Ban; 
Rem Rit, pussing through San Mong Bua (VE 668205) end Ban Khok Sawang (VE i. 
657278). On their return trip, between Bun Fong Bus and Ban Sang Hin, menaberd 
of the group noticed an aircreft circling overhead. One of the viliagers, whq 
was carrying a portable electric lantern to light their path, shined his ligh 
upward at the plane, Source (5106-ASP-J) stated that this incident occurred | 
sometime between 2400 nours 23 August and O00 hors 24 August 1969. (F-3). | 


4. (C) In an effort to odtaic further details, 53°” -45P-6, supra, travelled 
to Ban Sang Hin, vhere he questioned a villager (v2, who allegedly took part 
in the pilgrimage to vat Si Se-at, This villager confirmed the information 
received from 5106-ASP-63, ami provided the following adsitional details: 


: a. The religious procession left Ban Saag din at approximately 2000 
23 August 1969, arrived at the wat two hours later, and depurtod for home 
again at 2330 hours. Gnroutse, the villagers travelled along the country | 
road more or less ina single file, Somes carried flashlights to Light the way, 
and at least one viilager carried a powerful electric lartern. On the return | 
trip, the pilgrims carried with thea two large ceremonial drans. Due to the 
weignt of the drums, they were sus,.aded between two long poles, with 
several pessons supporting each pois, (F-3). 


b, When tac procession was Neuriag howe, between Ban Nong Bua and Ban 
Sang Hin, members of the group observed en airenft circling overhead, and 
tho viilaser with the elcetric iantera directed its beam at the plane. When 
the plane continued to circle, and began to come lower, somo aeacors of the 
group became frightened and ran inte the woods along the road, After the 
aireruft left the area, the group continued on its a arriving at Ban Sang 


Hin between OL00 and 0130 bours, 24 August 1969, (F-3 (See attached 
sketch), 

OMMENTS Of THE APPS : (GC) The information in paragraphs 3 and 4 | 
sbove, was Surnis the ¢ t and Director of Intelligence, 56th Special 


Cperationa Wing and 5éth Security Police Squadron, Nakhoo Phanom RTAFB, upon 
recelot. 


(c} while the location of the pilot's sighting end the route ascribed to the 
_ Teligious prooeasion do not colnaide precisely, their proximity snd the 
coincidence of tinting amkes Jt apparent that the "helicopter with folded 
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oo fen tag prev 4 object original » reporter, may 
Snorage + lon pointing te the religious pre 


ba\ ayape and wigual sightings of UFOs, such 45 that boin 

CYe}a priot an this instance, 
eos tanuary 1069 report lists seven UFO sightings at Ni 
Gj 28 November 1968 to 1 January 1969 alone. 
A nagesance aireraft to further identify the abjects were unguccessful. 
e Yohing thase unresolved reports, 
ofrered several comments and possible explanationss 
4 


au. On 28 November 1968, the Thai Border P 
tinue vicinity of soma of the sightings northwest of the base. while Thal 
pilots nad historically been reluctant to fly at nigh 
nad pade night flying almost 45 easy as daytime opere 
both the BPP and RTA had been known to accomplish night flights. 


aU te. 


control of 


eypveillance System only after the fact, if at all. 


costine flights by US agencies, 43 such flights #re often complet 


chat the illicit flights were friendly, for purposes 
sp smuggling, there was no evidence at the time to substantiate that 


possibility. 


CREEL TR AM UF em REST Y 


* Ground Controlled Approach (GCA) scopes, nave historically yielded large 
nunbers of returns from natural oF cultural phenomena, £-B+» temperature 


q r 
» and kites. In November 1967, Headquarters 7/13th Air Force conducted an 


4 experiment at Udorn RTAFB, where GCA scopes were reporting zore ian 
4 unidentified returns. 


age PO OT a eae 


{ plus at least four local Piscopters. ‘These sighting, even of friendly 
flights, could not be correlated with GCA and other electronic returns. 
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tho 7/13tn Air Force Director of Invelligence 
qd 


‘ atrol. Police (BP?) pegan an 
t eneratach involving four to 3ix BPP and Royal Thai Army (RTA) helicopters, in! 
t, a recent full moon 


tions, and pilots of 
centralized 
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| 
these agencies’ autonomous counter-insurgency operations is weak, 
how2ver, and That units frequently filed flights plans with the Air Defense 
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>. Alternatively, the UFOs sighted might have beon aircraft on clan- 
ed witnout 


dctails being released to traffic control offices. Thougn it is possible | 
of privatwegain, pleasure | 


; c. during November and early December, radar gear in Thailand, particularly 


snversions, balloons from fairs and religious celebrations, migratory birds, 
fiftees 
In a span of ten minutes, human opservers physically 
sighted scores of Balloons, ‘three flocks of migratory birds, severas xites, 


G. In analysing the threat .of helicopters penetrating Thailand or supporting: 
determined that landing helicopters in remote jungle clexrings at night to 
sophisticated navigational and landing aids. Additionally, the nearby Commu | 
yesently possess adequate numbers of low/slow aircraft to support their own 
field forces, officials or unite by air, without considering sny high risx 


e, in 1967, unidentified aircraft activity, purportedly in support of 
Communist insurgonts inside Thailand, seemed to preoccupy Thai officials 

until US, resources provided Hawk antieaircraft missiles. Thea, ina speech: 
of acceptance and thanks, Generel PURAPHAT, Deputy Prise Min. ‘ter, said the 
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